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From the Editor 
There are moments when the world seems to move faster than we can understand. New systems rise, nations shift, 

wars trouble the earth, and technologies appear that earlier generations could scarcely have imagined. Yet the 

believer is not left to confusion. God has spoken beforehand, and His word remains the sure light by which we 

discern the times. 

Scripture First Magazine is committed to handling Bible prophecy with reverence, clarity, and restraint. Our aim 

is to let Scripture interpret Scripture, honor the plain reading of God’s word, and avoid speculation that outruns 

the text. Prophecy is not given to entertain curiosity; it is given to reveal the faithfulness of God, the certainty of 

Jesus’ return, and the responsibility of His people to watch and be ready. 

Scripture Note 
Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations in this issue are from the King James Version. Direct Scripture 

quotations are set in italics to distinguish the biblical text from editorial explanation and commentary. 

Editorial Note on “Christ” and “Messiah”: In the King James Version, the translators often render the Greek 

title Christos as “Christ.” The word means “Anointed One” and corresponds to the Hebrew title “Messiah.” In this 

issue, we often write “Jesus, the Christ,” “Jesus is the Christ,” or “Jesus, the Messiah” to preserve that distinction 

and to use the wording as a teaching tool. Jesus is His given name; the Christ and the Messiah are titles that 

identify Him as the Anointed One promised by God. Direct Scripture quotations are left as they appear in the 

King James Version. 

Examples: We may write, “Jesus, the Christ, has all authority,” and in another place, “Jesus, the Messiah, is the 

promised Anointed One.” We may also write, “The believer hopes in Jesus, the Christ,” and elsewhere, “The 

church bears witness that Jesus is the Messiah.” These forms are used to remind the reader that Christ and 

Messiah speak of the same promised title. 

Editor’s Overview 
This issue is written for believers who have watched the modern world change with astonishing speed and have 

wondered how the old words of the prophets could speak so clearly to the present hour. We will not read the Bible 

through the newspaper, nor will we declare every headline to be a fulfilled prophecy. Instead, we will begin with 

Scripture, then consider how today’s technologies, wars, rumors of wars, and renewed attention on Israel show 

that what once seemed impossible is now plainly conceivable. Read this issue as a path: first to confidence in 

prophecy, then to discernment about global control, then to sobriety concerning the nations, and finally to hope in 

the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reading Path 
Follow this guided path through the issue. Each entry names the section, previews what it covers, and gives one 

main takeaway to carry forward. 

The Prophets Saw the End from the Beginning 

Start here to see why prophecy must be read from Scripture before it is compared with current events. This section 
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shows why God’s word, rather than the latest headline, must remain the foundation for discernment. 

Main takeaway: Prophecy is divine revelation, not human guesswork. 

A World That Can Be Numbered, Watched, and Controlled 

Read this section to understand how modern identity, financial, biometric, implant, and tracking systems can help 

us picture a future world of restricted access and coordinated control. The section also keeps an important 

boundary in place: not every technology should be called the mark of the beast. 

Main takeaway: Modern systems show how global control could become possible, while Scripture keeps us 

from overstating the case. 

Wars, Rumors of Wars, and the Shaking of Nations 

This section considers conflict, alliances, Jerusalem, political news, and false peace with prophetic restraint. It 

calls the reader to watch the nations soberly without turning every report into a timetable. 

Main takeaway: Conflict should awaken watchfulness without producing fear. 

Israel in Scripture and Israel Today 

Read this section to distinguish God’s covenant promises from modern political assumptions. It explains why 

Israel and Jerusalem remain prophetically significant while calling the reader to reverence, prayer, and restraint. 

Main takeaway: Israel remains central because God remains faithful to His word. 

Watching Without Panic 

End here with practical counsel for the believer: how to watch, pray, endure, witness, and hope without fear. This 

closing section gathers the issue’s warnings into a steady call to holiness, discernment, and confidence in Jesus, 

the Christ. 

Main takeaway: The believer’s response is holiness, discernment, prayer, witness, and hope. 

 
Visit ScriptureFirst.org 

What you’ll find online: 

Scripture First Magazine • Bible study materials 

Five Minutes of Good News podcast 

Spirit-Sealed Theology 

Scripture-first prophecy teaching 

Why Begin with Scripture? 

Headlines change, but the word of God does not. Scripture First teaching begins with what God has spoken, then 

weighs the times with humility, prayer, and restraint. 
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The Scripture First Method 

1. Begin with the words of Scripture. 

2. Compare Scripture with Scripture. 

3. Let the plain meaning govern the conclusion. 

4. Use current events as illustrations, never as the foundation. 

5. Watch with prayer, humility, and restraint.  
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Section One: The Prophets 

Saw the End from the 

Beginning 

 

Scripture Before the Headline 

A faithful watcher does not chase headlines; he 

searches the Scriptures. Prophecy must begin where 

God has spoken, not where men are speculating. 

 
Scripture must give light before the headline is 

allowed to speak. 

The first rule of prophetic understanding is simple: 

Scripture comes before the headline. The believer 

must never force the Bible to say what the news 

suggests. The newspaper may illustrate the times, 

but it cannot interpret the word of God. The market 

may tremble, the nations may rage, technology may 

advance, and Israel may return to the center of world 

attention, but none of these things are the 

foundation. The foundation is still, “Thus saith the 

LORD.” 

Peter wrote, “We have also a more sure word of 

prophecy” (2 Peter 1:19). That phrase should settle 

the heart of every believer. Prophecy is not a game 

for the curious. It is not a field for reckless guesses. 

It is the sure word of God, given by the Spirit of 

God, so that God’s people may walk with light in a 

dark place. 

“Prophecy is not a field for 

reckless guesses. It is the sure 

word of God shining in a dark 

place.” 

Isaiah records the Lord saying, “I am God, and there 

is none like me, declaring the end from the 

beginning” (Isaiah 46:9–10). God does not learn 

history as it unfolds. He declares the end before men 

arrive there. The prophets did not speak because 

they were clever observers of political trends. They 

spoke because holy men of God were moved by the 

Holy Ghost. 

This is why the reader must learn to separate biblical 

watching from restless speculation. God’s people are 

not called to invent meanings where the Scripture 

has not spoken. They are called to receive what God 

has revealed, compare Scripture with Scripture, and 

walk in obedience. A man may know many 

headlines and still lack discernment if he has not 

first bowed before the word of God. 

Paul gave the same foundation when he wrote, 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 

workman that needeth not to be ashamed” (2 

Timothy 2:15). Prophecy should not be handled 

lazily, emotionally, or sensationally. The believer 

who speaks of the last days must first become a 

workman in the word, careful enough not to be 

ashamed before God. 
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Jesus also warned against replacing the word of God 

with the traditions of men. He said, “For laying 

aside the commandment of God, ye hold the 

tradition of men” (Mark 7:8), and again, “Full well 

ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep 

your own tradition” (Mark 7:9). That warning 

belongs in every study of prophecy. If men can lay 

aside God’s commandments in order to preserve 

tradition, they can also lay aside Scripture in order to 

defend a system, a headline, or an interpretation. The 

safe path is always to return to the word of God 

itself. 

Every generation has had trouble, conflict, rulers, 

alarms, and false teachers. What makes prophecy 

different from ordinary observation is that God has 

declared the end from the beginning. The prophets 

were not merely reporting the tensions of their own 

times. They spoke forward by the Spirit, and their 

words still search the present age with divine 

authority. 

Therefore, the first task of this issue is not to ask 

what the world is saying, but what the Scriptures 

have already said. Once that order is protected, 

current events can be considered carefully. But if 

that order is reversed, even true news can become a 

doorway to confusion. 

What Once Seemed Impossible 

The prophecy did not become true because 

technology advanced; technology simply shows how 

the prophecy could be carried out. 

For many generations, certain prophetic passages 

were believed, but not easily imagined. Revelation 

speaks of a system in which no man may buy or sell 

except under the authority of the beast. Daniel 

speaks of knowledge increasing. The Lord Jesus 

speaks of a world caught in deception, fear, conflict, 

and sudden snare. Earlier generations could believe 

these words because they trusted God, but they 

could not see the machinery that made such 

worldwide reach possible. 

Now the world has changed. Identity can be 

digitized. Money can move without paper. A 

person’s face, eye, fingerprint, voice, walking 

pattern, device, and location can all become part of a 

data trail. Governments and companies have 

developed digital identity systems, biometric 

verification, and connected databases for finance, 

travel, health, security, and access. These 

developments should not make believers careless 

with prophecy. They should make us sober. 

Revelation 13:16–17 says, “And he causeth all, both 

small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to 

receive a mark in their right hand, or in their 

foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save 

he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or 

the number of his name.” The gravity of that passage 

is not merely economic. It is spiritual. It concerns 

worship, allegiance, coercion, and rebellion against 

God. Yet the prophecy's economic reach is striking. 

A world where access, identity, and commerce can 

be connected is no longer beyond imagination. 

Consider how different this is from the world in 

which earlier believers lived. A local ruler might 

restrict trade in one region, but he could not easily 

control every market on earth. A king might count 

his people, but he could not instantly verify their 

identity across nations. A merchant might know his 

customers, but he did not hold a connected record of 

their movements, purchases, messages, and 

permissions. 

Today, the language of Revelation no longer sounds 

distant from possibility. Buying and selling can be 

digital. Identity can be linked to the body. Access 

can be granted or denied by systems that operate 

faster than human conversation. Again, this does not 

mean the final system has arrived. It means the 

modern reader can better understand how such a 

system could one day operate. 

Daniel was told that at “the time of the end” many 

would run to and fro, and knowledge would be 

increased (Daniel 12:4). The verse should not be 

handled carelessly, but it certainly reminds the 

reader that the last-days setting is not one of 

ignorance and stillness. Movement, information, and 

increase mark the closing vision given to Daniel. 

Modern life gives the reader a window into how 
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swiftly knowledge and movement can reshape the 

world. 

The faithful response is not to worship technology, 

fear technology, or pretend technology does not 

matter. The faithful response is to measure all things 

by Scripture. If a development shows how prophecy 

could be fulfilled, the believer should take notice. If 

a teacher claims more than Scripture proves, the 

believer should take heed. 

The Lord’s Warnings About the Last 

Days 

The first warning Jesus gave about the last days was 

not war, but deception. 

When the disciples asked the Lord about the sign of 

His coming and the end of the world, Jesus 

answered first with a warning: “Take heed that no 

man deceive you” (Matthew 24:4). Before He spoke 

of wars, famines, pestilences, or earthquakes, He 

warned about deception. This reveals the first burden 

of last-days teaching. The greatest danger is not that 

believers will notice too much, but that they will 

believe wrongly. 

Jesus did not tell His people to sleep through the 

signs of the times. Neither did He tell them to panic. 

He said, “See that ye be not troubled” (Matthew 

24:6). The faithful response is watchfulness 

governed by peace. Wars and rumors of wars will 

come. Nations will rise against nations. Iniquity will 

abound. Many will be offended. False prophets will 

deceive many. Yet the same chapter says, “he that 

shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved” 

(Matthew 24:13). 

The Lord’s words are both sobering and merciful. 

He did not leave His disciples with vague fear. He 

told them what kinds of conditions would mark the 

age, and He commanded them not to be deceived, 

not to be troubled, and not to abandon endurance. 

Prophecy, when received rightly, steadies the 

believer rather than unsettling him. 

Matthew 24 does not invite the church to careless 

certainty about dates. It teaches watchfulness, 

patience, and endurance. The Lord spoke of 

deception, conflict, famine, pestilence, persecution, 

false prophets, love growing cold, and the preaching 

of the gospel. These things form a solemn portrait of 

the age, but they also leave the believer with clear 

duties. 

Those duties are not complicated. Watch. Pray. 

Endure. Refuse deception. Hold fast to Christ. Love 

the truth. Keep oil in the vessel. Do not be moved by 

every rumor. Do not be lulled to sleep by false 

peace. The believer who understands the warnings of 

Christ should become more faithful, not more 

frantic. 

Paul also warned that the last days would be 

spiritually difficult, not merely politically unstable. 

He wrote, “This know also, that in the last days 

perilous times shall come” (2 Timothy 3:1). The 

danger of the age is not only conflict among nations, 

but corruption within men: pride, blasphemy, 

disobedience, unthankfulness, unholiness, and a 

form of godliness without the power thereof. 

Prophecy therefore searches the heart as much as it 

surveys the world. 

Daniel and the Increase of 

Knowledge 

Daniel’s prophecy teaches the reader that the time of 

the end would be marked by sealed words becoming 

more understandable, increased movement, and 

increased knowledge. The angel said, “But thou, O 

Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to 

the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and 

knowledge shall be increased.” (Daniel 12:4). The 

verse should be handled with reverence, yet it speaks 

with unmistakable force to a generation living in an 

age of speed, information, travel, and discovery. 
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Daniel’s words about the time of the end speak 

with force in an age of speed, movement, and 

multiplied knowledge. 

The purpose of this article is not to claim that every 

invention is a fulfilled prophecy. The Scripture First 

method does not allow technology to interpret the 

Bible. Yet Scripture does allow the believer to 

observe that the world now has a kind of movement 

and knowledge that earlier generations could 

scarcely imagine. Men cross oceans in hours, speak 

across continents instantly, store libraries in devices, 

and watch events unfold from the other side of the 

earth. 

Knowledge can be a gift when submitted to God, but 

it can also become a tool of pride. Paul warned, 

“Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth” (1 

Corinthians 8:1). The increase of knowledge has not 

made mankind holy. It has made mankind powerful. 

That power may build, heal, and connect, but it may 

also deceive, monitor, and control. 

Therefore, the believer must not be impressed 

merely because the world is advanced. The question 

is not whether man has learned much, but whether 

man fears God. The fear of the Lord is still the 

beginning of knowledge. Spirit Sealed believers are 

not called to worship progress, but to walk in truth, 

knowing that every age remains accountable to the 

God who gave His word. 

Section Two: A World That 

Can Be Numbered, 

Watched, and Controlled 

 

The Mark, the Market, and the Power to 

Buy and Sell 

The mark of the beast is not merely a device, a 

payment method, or a piece of technology. 

Revelation presents it as a matter of worship, 

allegiance, and submission to the authority of the 

beast. The buying-and-selling restriction is real and 

severe, but it is tied to something far deeper than 

commerce. It is joined to rebellion against God. 

John wrote, “And that no man might buy or sell, 

save he that had the mark” (Revelation 13:17). 

Those words describe a system where economic 

permission is tied to loyalty. The issue is not simply 

whether a man can make a purchase. The issue is 

whether he will bow to a counterfeit authority in 

order to live under that system. 
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Modern systems help us picture how identity, 

access, and commerce could be joined together. 

This is why believers must be careful when speaking 

about modern technology. Digital payments, identity 

systems, and biometric verification may show how 

such a system could operate, but they are not 

automatically the mark. The mark in Revelation is 

connected to the beast, to worship, and to open 

defiance of God. The danger is not technology by 

itself, but technology joined to coercion, idolatry, 

and global authority against Jesus, the Christ. 

For that reason, the Christian should neither panic 

over every new device nor sleep through the rise of 

systems that can condition men to accept control. 

The wise believer watches the direction of the age 

while keeping his doctrine anchored in the words of 

Scripture. See also Revelation 13:11–18; Revelation 

14:9–12; Revelation 20:4. 

Revelation 14 makes the seriousness of this matter 

even clearer. The warning is not merely about 

commerce, but about worship: “If any man worship 

the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his 

forehead, or in his hand” (Revelation 14:9). The 

mark cannot be understood apart from allegiance. 

The issue is not convenience, but submission to a 

power that stands against God. 

“The mark cannot be 

understood apart from 

allegiance. The issue is not 

convenience, but worship.” 

Eye Scans, Biometrics, and the New 

Language of Identity 

Eye scans, facial recognition, fingerprints, palm 

scans, and digital identity wallets have introduced a 

new language of identity. A person can now be 

recognized by body features that are difficult to lose, 

forget, or transfer. In previous generations, identity 

was proven with papers, signatures, witnesses, or 

local knowledge. Today, machines can verify 

identity. 

This does not mean that every biometric tool is evil. 

A fingerprint lock on a phone is not Revelation 13. 

An iris scan used for secure access is not, by itself, 

the mark of the beast. Yet these systems teach the 

modern world to think of identity as something that 

can be measured, stored, checked, approved, and 

denied. 

Revelation says that the coming system will touch 

“all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and 

bond” (Revelation 13:16). The breadth of that 

language once seemed almost impossible to 

administer. But a world of linked databases, digital 

credentials, and biometric verification helps us 

understand how a future authority could identify, 

permit, restrict, or exclude individuals at scale. 

The believer’s response should not be fear, but 

discernment. Psalm 139 reminds us that God already 

knows us completely: “O LORD, thou hast searched 

me, and known me” (Psalm 139:1). No earthly 

system sees what God sees. Yet earthly systems can 

still become instruments of pressure. The Christian 

must therefore understand the difference between 

ordinary identification and a future system of forced 

allegiance. See also Daniel 12:4. 
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Chip Implants, Medical Devices, and the 

Temptation to Overstate 

Implantable technology is real, and believers should 

speak about it with care. Some implanted devices are 

medical tools, designed to help the blind see, 

regulate the body, monitor health, or restore lost 

function. To call every implant the mark of the beast 

would be careless and unfair to the text of Scripture. 

At the same time, Christians should not ignore the 

direction of the age. The concern is not the existence 

of a chip or device alone. The concern is a future 

system in which identity, money, access, coercion, 

and worship become joined together. Revelation’s 

warning is not about medical assistance; it is about 

allegiance to the beast. 

Paul wrote, “Know ye not that your body is the 

temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you” (1 

Corinthians 6:19). The body belongs to the Lord, 

and the believer should not treat bodily decisions 

lightly. Yet Proverbs also warns against answering a 

matter before hearing it. “He that answereth a 

matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto 

him” (Proverbs 18:13). 

Discernment refuses both panic and blindness. The 

believer must avoid two errors: calling everything 

the mark before its time and ignoring how future 

systems may prepare men to accept control. The 

question is not merely what a technology can do. 

The question is what authority it serves and what 

obedience it demands. “And he causeth all, both 

small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to 

receive a mark in their right hand, or in their 

foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save 

he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or 

the number of his name.” (Revelation 13:16–17). 

Identity, Allegiance, and the Question of 

Worship 

The greatest danger in the last-days system is not 

that men will be known by a number, but that they 

will be pressured to give worship where worship 

does not belong. Revelation shows that the issue is 

not identity alone. It is identity tied to allegiance. It 

is commerce tied to loyalty. It is survival tied to 

submission. 

John wrote, “And they worshipped the dragon which 

gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the 

beast” (Revelation 13:4). That verse must govern 

the way believers think about the mark. The system 

is not merely administrative. It is spiritual rebellion 

organized into public allegiance. 

Modern identity systems may help the reader 

understand how access can be granted or denied, but 

Scripture teaches that the deepest conflict is worship. 

A man may be counted by a government, tracked by 

a device, or verified by a system; yet the final crisis 

described in Revelation concerns whether he will 

bow to the beast or remain faithful to God. 

This is why the church must teach its people before 

the hour of pressure. The conscience must be trained 

by Scripture before fear arrives. If believers only 

think about prophecy when crisis comes, they may 

be weak in the moment of testing. But if they have 

already settled that worship belongs to God alone, 

they will be better prepared to stand. 

“The conscience must be 

trained by Scripture before fear  

arrives.” 

Jesus answered the temptation of false worship with 

Scripture. He said, “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 

God, and him only shalt thou serve” (Matthew 

4:10). That sentence provides the believer with a 

settled boundary before pressure ever arrives. 

Worship belongs to the Lord God alone. No ruler, 

system, market, image, movement, or survival 

demand has the right to receive what belongs only to 

the Lord God. 

Jesus did not merely teach this boundary; He 

personally stood within it. When Satan offered 

kingdoms, glory, and advantage, Jesus answered 

with Scripture and gave His allegiance, worship, and 

service to God alone. In doing so, He showed His 

people the settled pattern before the hour of pressure 
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comes: no promise of power, safety, access, or 

survival may receive what belongs only to the Lord 

God. 

Paul also teaches that worship is not limited to songs 

or public gatherings. He wrote, “present your bodies 

a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 

is your reasonable service” (Romans 12:1). The 

body, the conscience, the will, and the life of the 

believer belong to God. This means the question of 

allegiance reaches deeper than outward profession. It 

reaches the whole person. 

Revelation 14 describes the seriousness of receiving 

the beast’s mark because the action is not separated 

from worship. The warning concerns those who 

worship the beast and receive his mark. Therefore, 

the church must teach the difference between 

ordinary use of technology and spiritual surrender. A 

tool may be useful; an idol demands loyalty. A 

system may offer access; the beast will demand 

worship. 

Spirit Sealed believers are not their own. They have 

been bought with a price and sealed unto the day of 

redemption. That truth should make them calm but 

firm. They do not need to fear every machine, but 

they must never surrender worship, conscience, or 

obedience to any power that stands against Jesus, the 

Christ. 

The Body, the Beast, and Ownership 

The question of the body matters in prophecy 

because Scripture teaches that the believer does not 

belong to himself. Paul wrote, “ye are not your 

own” (1 Corinthians 6:19). That short phrase cuts 

against the spirit of every age that tells man he is his 

own master. The body belongs to the Lord because 

the whole person has been redeemed by Jesus, the 

Christ. 

Paul continues, “For ye are bought with a price: 

therefore glorify God in your body, and in your 

spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 6:20). This is 

not fear-based teaching. It is ownership-based 

teaching. The believer’s body and spirit belong to 

God, not to the beast, not to the state, not to the 

market, and not to any system that would demand 

what belongs to Jesus, the Christ. 

This does not mean every bodily technology is 

wrong. Medicine, surgery, and helpful devices can 

be mercies when used wisely. Scripture First 

teaching must not make fearful claims beyond the 

text. The question is not whether something touches 

the body, but whether it becomes part of a system 

that claims authority over worship, conscience, 

identity, or obedience to God. 

The beastly system in Revelation reaches toward the 

body because it marks the hand or the forehead. Yet 

the outward mark is tied to inward allegiance. The 

danger is not skin alone, but submission. The faithful 

believer must therefore settle ownership before 

pressure comes: my body is the Lord’s, my worship 

is the Lord’s, my conscience is under Scripture, and 

my life belongs to Jesus. 

Spirit Sealed Theology gives the believer confidence 

here. The Holy Spirit seals the child of God; He does 

not leave him undefined. The world may try to label, 

number, scan, approve, or deny, but the believer’s 

truest identity has already been declared in Christ. 

He is bought, sealed, indwelt, and kept. 

The body is not a minor matter in Christian doctrine. 

Scripture teaches that redemption touches the whole 

person. The Lord does not save the soul while 

leaving the body outside His claim. The believer 

belongs to Christ in life, in conscience, in worship, 

and in the body. 

This matters when the world speaks of the body as 

something to be managed, altered, numbered, 

scanned, traded, or controlled without reference to 

God. The Scripture First method begins at a different 

place. It begins with ownership. The believer asks 

first: To whom do I belong? 

The answer is already given in Scripture. Jesus, 

God’s Christ, has purchased His people with His 

blood. The Holy Spirit indwells them. The Father 

keeps them. Therefore the body may be cared for, 

healed, and used in ordinary life, but it must never 

be surrendered as an instrument of false worship or 

rebellion against Jesus. 
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Convenience, Control, and the 

Conditioning of Conscience 

Not every convenience is evil. Many conveniences 

are gifts of mercy in ordinary life. A light switch, a 

medicine, a locked door, a banking tool, or a 

communication device may serve lawful and helpful 

purposes. Scripture First teaching does not require 

believers to treat every modern tool as a threat. 

Yet convenience can train the conscience. When men 

grow used to exchanging privacy for ease, truth for 

acceptance, or obedience for access, they may be 

conditioned before they realize it. A system does not 

have to arrive all at once. It may teach men step by 

step to prefer permission over conviction. 

Paul wrote, “All things are lawful unto me, but all 

things are not expedient” (1 Corinthians 6:12). The 

believer must ask more than, “Is this allowed?” He 

must also ask, “Is this helpful? Is this forming 

obedience? Is this weakening my conscience? Is this 

making me more dependent on a system than on the 

Lord?” 

The same verse continues, “I will not be brought 

under the power of any” (1 Corinthians 6:12). That 

phrase is important in an age of control. The 

Christian should not boast in independence, but 

neither should he willingly become mastered by any 

earthly thing that weakens his obedience to the Lord 

God. 

Spirit Sealed believers are called to sober liberty. 

They may use tools, but they must not let tools train 

them away from conviction. They may live in a 

connected world, but their conscience must remain 

captive to the word of God. The question is not only 

what a system provides, but what it quietly teaches 

the soul to accept. 

Tracking the Whole Earth 

Global databases, mobile devices, digital payments, 

location data, artificial intelligence, and identity 

systems have made large-scale monitoring possible 

in a way earlier generations could not have 

imagined. A man may carry a device that records 

where he goes, what he buys, whom he contacts, 

what he reads, and what he searches. Much of this is 

presented as convenience, but convenience can 

become conditioning. 

Jesus warned that the final snare would come upon 

the whole earth (Luke 21:35). That language 

reminds us that the last-days crisis is not local only. 

It has worldwide reach. Revelation likewise speaks 

of a beastly authority that causes the earth to wonder 

and pressures all classes of men. 

In former times, rulers could oppress nations, but 

they could not easily track every person, transaction, 

message, and movement. Today, the infrastructure 

for broad oversight is no longer unimaginable. A 

connected world can serve many useful purposes, 

but it can also become a mechanism of permission 

and denial. 

The point is not to claim that every database is 

prophetic fulfillment. The point is to recognize that 

Scripture’s language of worldwide reach has become 

easier to understand. “All the world wondered after 

the beast” (Revelation 13:3). The modern world has 

become connected enough for one system to touch 

every life. See also Revelation 13:16–17; Daniel 

7:23. 

Daniel was shown a final kingdom with unusual 

reach and force. The angel said, “The fourth beast 

shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall 

be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the 

whole earth” (Daniel 7:23). The language is solemn. 

Whatever the exact final arrangement, Scripture 

presents a last-days power whose influence is wider 

than ordinary empire and whose pressure reaches the 

earth. 

The Snare Upon the Whole Earth 

Jesus warned that a snare would come upon the 

whole earth. He said, “For as a snare shall it come 

on all them that dwell on the face of the whole 

earth.” (Luke 21:35). A snare is not always obvious 

at first glance. It may be hidden, gradual, and 

accepted before its danger is understood. That is 

why the Lord commanded His people to watch and 

pray. 
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The world has always known temptation, but the 

Lord’s warning speaks of a scale that reaches beyond 

a village, a city, or even an empire. He spoke of 

those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. That 

does not mean the believer should try to name every 

present system as the final snare. It means he should 

understand that Scripture presents a final pressure 

with worldwide reach, and the modern world now 

possesses the tools by which pressure can move 

quickly across nations. 

A snare often works through familiarity. Men may 

grow accustomed to small permissions, small 

restrictions, small dependencies, and small 

compromises before they recognize the larger 

pattern. Convenience may train the soul to accept 

control. Fear may train the conscience to make peace 

with coercion. The believer must therefore ask not 

only whether something is useful, but whether it is 

forming a spirit of dependence that weakens 

obedience to God. 

Jesus continued, “Watch ye therefore, and pray 

always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape 

all these things that shall come to pass” (Luke 

21:36). Watching and praying belong together. 

Watching without prayer becomes anxiety. Prayer 

without watching can become carelessness. Spirit 

Sealed believers are called to both: eyes open to the 

times, hearts anchored in Jesus, and consciences 

governed by the word of God. 

“Watching without prayer 

becomes anxiety. Prayer without 

watching can become 

carelessness.”  

The snare upon the whole earth should not make the 

church suspicious of everything, but it should make 

the church sober about everything. A system does 

not have to announce itself as rebellion in order to 

prepare men for rebellion. Sometimes the most 

dangerous questions are asked softly: Will you trade 

truth for safety? Will you trade conscience for 

access? Will you trade worship for permission? 

The faithful answer must be settled before the 

pressure comes. The believer who belongs to Jesus 

has already been sealed by the Holy Spirit. His 

identity is not finally granted by a nation, a market, a 

device, or a system. His life is hid with Jesus, the 

Christ, in God. Therefore he watches, prays, obeys, 

and refuses to let fear become his master. 

Section Three: Wars, Rumors 

of Wars, and the Shaking of 

Nations 

Wars and Rumors of Wars 

Wars and rumors of wars should awaken 

watchfulness, not produce date-setting or fear. Jesus 

said, “And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of 

wars: see that ye be not troubled” (Matthew 24:6). 

The Lord did not deny that such things would 

trouble the earth. He taught His disciples how to 

stand when they heard them. 

“Wars and rumors of wars 

should awaken watchfulness, 

not produce fear.” 

The phrase “wars and rumors of wars” describes 

both open conflict and the tremors that surround it: 

threats, alliances, mobilizations, rumors, 

negotiations, fear, and uncertainty. A generation may 

not be standing on the battlefield and yet still live 

under the shadow of war. The Lord knew this, and 

He warned His people not to measure the end by 

every report of conflict. 

Jesus continued, “for all these things must come to 

pass, but the end is not yet” (Matthew 24:6). That 

phrase protects the church from panic. War is 

serious. Bloodshed is grievous. Nations rising 

against nations is part of the sorrowful condition of 

the age. But the believer must not turn every conflict 

into a final timetable. The command is not to 

speculate wildly, but to endure faithfully. 
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Mark records the same warning: “such things must 

needs be; but the end shall not be yet” (Mark 13:7). 

Luke adds that believers should not be terrified. 

These passages teach the same lesson: wars are real 

signs of a groaning world, but they must be read 

with restraint. The Christian watches without being 

ruled by fear. See also Matthew 24:7–8; Mark 13:7–

8; Luke 21:9–11. 

Luke records the Lord saying, “But when ye shall 

hear of wars and commotions, be not terrified” 

(Luke 21:9). That command should govern the 

believer’s response to every alarming report. Fear 

may be natural to the flesh, but it is not the 

appointed posture of the watcher. The Lord did not 

say, “Be careless.” He said not to be terrified. 

Nations in Alignment 

The nations are not random in prophecy. God 

foretold a world in which Israel and Jerusalem 

would become a point of pressure among the peoples 

of the earth. The believer should therefore watch the 

movements of nations with humility, neither 

ignoring Scripture nor forcing every headline into a 

prophetic chart. 

 
Jerusalem must be understood through Scripture 

before it is reduced to politics. 

Zechariah records the Lord’s word concerning 

Jerusalem: “I will make Jerusalem a burdensome 

stone for all people” (Zechariah 12:3). That 

statement reminds us that Jerusalem’s significance is 

not created by modern diplomacy. It rests in the 

counsel of God. When the nations debate, pressure, 

divide, defend, condemn, threaten, or gather around 

questions concerning Israel and Jerusalem, the 

believer should remember that Scripture placed this 

land and city in prophetic view long before modern 

politics existed. 

“Jerusalem’s significance is not 

created by modern diplomacy. It 

rests in the counsel of God.”  

At the same time, wisdom requires caution. Ezekiel 

38 and 39, Psalm 83, Joel 3, and Zechariah 12 

should be read reverently. They speak of nations, 

hostility, gathering, judgment, and divine 

intervention. Yet the names, timing, and full details 

of prophetic alignment must not be handled 

carelessly. The goal is not to win arguments over 

maps, but to recognize that God governs the nations 

and has not lost sight of Israel. 

The watcher should therefore hold two truths 

together. First, Scripture does reveal that the nations 

will matter in the last days. Second, Scripture should 

make us humble, not reckless. The Lord knows the 

full alignment of peoples and powers. The church is 

called to discern the times, pray for peace, preach 

the gospel, and trust the God who rules over kings. 

See also Ezekiel 38–39; Psalm 83; Joel 3:1–2. 

The Nations and Jerusalem 

Jerusalem has never been an ordinary city in God's 

plan. The nations may look at it through diplomacy, 

territory, security, and politics, but Scripture speaks 

of Jerusalem with spiritual weight. God has attached 

promises, warnings, worship, judgment, and future 

hope to that city. 

Zechariah records, “Behold, I will make Jerusalem a 

cup of trembling unto all the people round about” 

(Zechariah 12:2). The verse does not invite reckless 

newspaper interpretation, but it does show that 
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Jerusalem will become a place of pressure among 

the nations. The world’s arguments over Jerusalem 

are not surprising to the reader who begins with 

Scripture. 

The believer should not treat this city as a political 

slogan. He should pray soberly, think biblically, and 

resist hatred. Scripture calls the reader to weigh 

Jerusalem through the promises and purposes of 

God, not through fear, pride, or party loyalty. 

Psalm 122 gives the church a simple and faithful 

response: “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they 

shall prosper that love thee” (Psalm 122:6). Prayer 

keeps the subject holy. It reminds the believer that 

the city belongs first to the counsel of God, not to 

the anger of men. 

The nations will continue to speak, pressure, divide, 

negotiate, and threaten. The church must not be 

swept away by the noise. It must remember that the 

God who rules the nations is the same God who 

spoke concerning Jerusalem before this generation 

was born. 

Joel records the Lord gathering the nations in 

connection with His dealings concerning Israel: “I 

will also gather all nations, and will bring them 

down into the valley of Jehoshaphat” (Joel 3:2). The 

verse must be handled with reverence, but it shows 

that God’s prophetic word includes nations, land, 

judgment, and accountability before Him. History is 

not drifting beyond His government. 

Political News and Prophetic Restraint 

Current events may illustrate prophetic conditions, 

but Scripture alone defines prophetic certainty. News 

about Israel, wars, peace efforts, treaties, 

international pressure, and regional conflict should 

be weighed carefully. The watcher must be awake, 

but also disciplined. 

Paul wrote, “Let us not sleep, as do others; but let us 

watch and be sober” (1 Thessalonians 5:6). 

Watching and sobriety belong together. A believer 

may watch the news and still refuse to be governed 

by it. He may notice patterns and yet refuse to 

declare what God has not declared. He may see the 

pressure building around Israel and still confess that 

the Bible—not the latest report—is his final 

authority. 

The modern reader has more information than any 

previous generation, but more information does not 

always produce more wisdom. News may travel 

quickly, but truth must still be tested. Proverbs says, 

“The simple believeth every word: but the prudent 

man looketh well to his going” (Proverbs 14:15). 

That verse is needed in an age of instant reports, 

emotional headlines, and constant commentary. 

A Scripture-first approach does not ignore the world. 

It simply refuses to let the world take the lead. 

Political developments may help us understand how 

prophetic conditions could unfold. They may show 

that the stage is being prepared. But they must 

remain illustrations, not foundations. The foundation 

is the written word of God. See also Matthew 24:4–

6; 1 Thessalonians 5:1–8. 

False Peace and Sudden Destruction 

Scripture warns that the last-days world will not 

only be troubled by war, but also deceived by the 

promise of peace apart from God. Peace is a 

precious word when it comes from the Lord. Yet 

peace can become dangerous when it is used to quiet 

conscience, excuse compromise, or hide rebellion 

beneath a calm surface. 

Paul wrote, “For when they shall say, Peace and 

safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:3). The warning is not against 

true peace, for Christ Himself is our peace. The 

warning is against a false security that rests in man’s 

promises while refusing God’s truth. A world may 

speak peace while still being at war with the Lord. 

The prophets also warned against voices that lightly 

healed the people's hurt. Jeremiah wrote, “They have 

healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people 

slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no 

peace.” (Jeremiah 6:14). That verse belongs in every 

age where men prefer soothing words to faithful 

warning. 
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The Scripture First method teaches the reader to ask 

what kind of peace is being offered. Is it peace 

through repentance and reconciliation to God, or 

peace through denial? Is it peace that honors Christ, 

or peace that demands silence about Christ? Is it 

peace that guards truth, or peace that trades truth for 

temporary calm? 

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 

unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you” 

(John 14:27). The peace of Christ is not the same as 

the peace of the world. The world’s peace often 

depends upon outward control, favorable conditions, 

or negotiated silence. Christ’s peace rests upon His 

finished work, His present intercession, and His 

promised return. 

Therefore, believers should not be carried away by 

every promise of global peace, political settlement, 

religious unity, or economic stability. Some peace 

may be a mercy in a troubled world, and believers 

should pray for rulers and for quiet and peaceable 

lives. But no peace is ultimate unless it is submitted 

to the Prince of Peace. False peace prepares men to 

sleep; Christ’s peace prepares His people to stand. 

Section Four: Israel in 

Scripture and Israel Today 

The Israel of Covenant 

Israel’s prophetic significance rests not on politics 

first, but on the promises and purposes of God. 

Before Israel was a kingdom, before Jerusalem 

became a capital, and before the nations debated the 

land, God spoke to Abraham and gave His word. 

The beginning of Israel’s prophetic place is not 

found in modern diplomacy, but in divine covenant. 

The Lord said to Abram, “I will make of thee a great 

nation, and I will bless thee” (Genesis 12:2). That 

promise was not a passing religious sentiment. It 

established a people through whom God would 

reveal His purposes, give His word, bring forth the 

Messiah, and display His faithfulness before all 

nations. 

Genesis 15 speaks of land. Deuteronomy 30 speaks 

of scattering and return. Jeremiah 31 ties Israel’s 

continuance to the fixed order of the sun, moon, and 

stars. Ezekiel 36 speaks of restoration that is 

ultimately for the holiness of God’s name. These 

passages show that Israel’s future cannot be 

explained by politics alone. God Himself has 

attached His reputation to His promises. 

This does not mean that every action taken by any 

government is automatically righteous or prophetic. 

Scripture does not call believers to blind political 

loyalty. It calls them to reverence for God’s word. 

Israel matters because God chose to make promises, 

and His promises do not fail. See also Genesis 

15:18; Deuteronomy 30:1–6; Jeremiah 31:35–37; 

Ezekiel 36:22–28. 

Jeremiah ties Israel’s continuance to the created 

order. The Lord said, “If those ordinances depart 

from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of 

Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me 

forever.” (Jeremiah 31:36). Such language should 

make the reader slow to declare that God has 

finished with Israel. His faithfulness is measured by 

His own word, not by the confusion of men. 

The Israel of Today and the Scriptures of 

Tomorrow 

Modern Israel matters because the Bible still speaks 

about Israel. At the same time, Israel’s full 

restoration is in the Lord’s hands. We should view 

the nation we see today with reverence and care. 

This matters because of God’s promises, but it is not 

yet the complete spiritual restoration described by 

the prophets. 

Paul wrote, “And so all Israel shall be saved” 

(Romans 11:26). That statement looks beyond mere 

political survival. It looks toward divine mercy, 

covenant faithfulness, and spiritual awakening, 

according to God's promise. Romans 11 warns 

Gentile believers against pride and teaches them to 

behold both God's goodness and severity. 

Ezekiel 37 sets before the reader a vision of dry 

bones coming together, sinews and flesh appearing, 

and breath entering what had been lifeless. 
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Zechariah 12 speaks of a future looking upon the 

One whom they pierced. Luke 21 speaks of 

Jerusalem and the times of the Gentiles. These 

passages require careful handling, but they also 

prevent the reader from dismissing Israel as 

prophetically irrelevant. 

The Scripture First approach is neither to treat 

modern Israel as already perfect nor to treat Israel as 

erased from God’s purposes. The present reality 

should make believers sober, prayerful, and humble. 

God can still finish what He began, and the final 

restoration of Israel will not be accomplished by 

human strength, but by the mercy and power of the 

Lord. See also Ezekiel 37:1–14; Zechariah 12:10; 

Luke 21:24. 

Jerusalem, the Burdensome Stone 

The world’s attention on Jerusalem fits the biblical 

expectation that the city would become a focal point 

of controversy. Jerusalem is not merely a diplomatic 

issue; it is a city over which God has spoken. The 

believer should therefore think of Jerusalem through 

Scripture before politics. 

The psalmist wrote, “Pray for the peace of 

Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee” (Psalm 

122:6). That command is not a call to romantic 

imagination or political slogan. It is a call to prayer 

rooted in the city's biblical importance. Jerusalem is 

bound up with worship, covenant, kingship, 

judgment, and hope. 

Zechariah 12 speaks of Jerusalem as a burdensome 

stone. The city’s history has already shown that it 

cannot be reduced to ordinary geography. Nations, 

religions, empires, and peoples have contested it for 

centuries. Yet the believer must not interpret 

Jerusalem merely through the language of conflict. 

Scripture gives the city theological weight before the 

world gives it political attention. 

For this reason, Christians should pray with sobriety. 

Pray for peace. Pray for truth. Pray for God’s 

purposes to be fulfilled according to His word. Pray 

without hatred, without pride, and without 

presumption. The God who chose Jerusalem for His 

purposes is also the God who calls His people to 

humility, mercy, and faithfulness. See also Zechariah 

12:1–3; Luke 21:24; Revelation 11:1–2. 

The Spirit of Antichrist in the 

Present World 

John wrote with plainness about the spirit of 

antichrist. He said, “And every spirit that confesseth 

not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of 

God” (1 John 4:3). Before the final Antichrist is 

revealed, the spirit of antichrist already works in the 

world by opposing the truth of Christ, denying His 

person, resisting His authority, and preparing men to 

receive another voice. 

 
The church must test every spirit by Scripture 

and by the confession of Jesus, the Christ. 

This spirit does not always appear as open hatred at 

first. Sometimes it comes clothed in religious, moral, 

political, or humanitarian language. It may speak of 

peace while rejecting the Prince of Peace. It may 

speak of unity while refusing the Lordship of Jesus 

Christ. It may speak of truth while denying the One 

who said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” 

(John 14:6). 

Paul warned that the mystery of iniquity was already 

at work. He wrote, “For the mystery of iniquity doth 

already work” (2 Thessalonians 2:7). That means 

lawlessness is not only a future event; it is a present 

spiritual movement. The final man of sin will appear 
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in God’s appointed time, but the spirit of rebellion 

has already been shaping hearts, institutions, 

doctrines, and desires. 

The Scripture First method protects the believer 

from being impressed by every powerful voice. The 

question is not whether a message sounds 

compassionate, modern, urgent, or reasonable. The 

question is whether it confesses Christ according to 

Scripture. Any system that makes room for every 

authority except the authority of the Lord Jesus is 

not neutral. It is moving in the spirit of antichrist. 

The Spirit Sealed believer is not left defenseless. 

John also wrote, “greater is he that is in you, than he 

that is in the world” (1 John 4:4). That promise does 

not make the believer proud; it makes him steady. 

The Holy Spirit seals the believer unto the day of 

redemption, bears witness to Christ, and keeps the 

child of God from being carried away by the spirit of 

the age. 

Therefore, the church must test the spirits, hold fast 

the confession of Christ, and refuse any peace that 

requires silence about the Son of God. The issue is 

not merely political control or technological reach. 

Beneath the visible movements of the age is a 

spiritual conflict over worship, truth, and allegiance. 

The Falling Away 

Paul warned that a great departure would come 

before the day of Christ. He wrote, “Let no man 

deceive you by any means: for that day shall not 

come, except there comes a falling away first” (2 

Thessalonians 2:3). The language is solemn. Before 

the final revealing of the man of sin, Scripture warns 

of a turning away from truth. 

The falling away is not merely a decline in religious 

activity. Men may still have religion while departing 

from God. Paul warned of those who would have “a 

form of godliness, but denying the power thereof” (2 

Timothy 3:5). That warning should make the church 

sober. A building may be full, a voice may be 

popular, and a message may sound spiritual while 

the truth of Christ is being set aside. 

The Scripture First method is a safeguard against the 

falling away. When believers leave the written word, 

they become vulnerable to traditions, emotions, 

personalities, and systems. A people who no longer 

test teaching by Scripture can be moved by almost 

anything that sounds urgent, compassionate, 

powerful, or new. 

Jesus warned that deception would not always come 

from outside obvious religion. He said, “For many 

shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and 

shall deceive many” (Matthew 24:5). The danger is 

not only open unbelief, but deception that uses 

spiritual language while moving men away from the 

true Christ of Scripture. 

Spirit Sealed believers should not respond to this 

warning with pride. No believer is kept by his own 

cleverness. The Holy Spirit seals the child of God, 

bears witness to Christ, and leads him into truth. Yet 

the sealed believer is still called to watch, study, 

pray, and refuse error. Assurance does not cancel 

discipline; it strengthens it. 

The answer to the falling away is not panic, but 

faithfulness. Hold fast the word. Stay near Christ. 

Love the truth. Refuse the traditions of men when 

they contradict the commandments of God. Test 

every spirit, every teacher, every system, and every 

claim by the Scripture that cannot be broken. 

“The answer to the falling away 

is not panic, but faithfulness.”  

The Mystery of Iniquity 

Paul taught that lawlessness was not only a future 

crisis, but a present spiritual work already moving in 

the world. He wrote, “For the mystery of iniquity 

doth already work” (2 Thessalonians 2:7). The word 

mystery reminds the reader that iniquity often works 

beneath the surface before it appears openly. 

Rebellion may be hidden in systems, desires, 

teachings, and movements long before it shows its 

final form. 
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Iniquity is more than breaking rules. It is a spirit of 

lawlessness that resists God’s authority. It wants 

freedom from the Lord’s commandments while still 

claiming the right to define truth, morality, justice, 

worship, and identity. When a culture rejects God’s 

word and then replaces it with its own standards, the 

mystery of iniquity is already at work. 

Jesus warned that this lawlessness would affect love 

itself. He said, “And because iniquity shall abound, 

the love of many shall wax cold” (Matthew 24:12). 

The abounding of iniquity is not only seen in public 

disorder. It is seen when hearts become cold, when 

truth is treated as optional, when sin is defended, and 

when love is separated from obedience. 

The Scripture First method helps the believer 

recognize iniquity without becoming consumed by 

fear. The question is not merely whether the world is 

changing. The question is whether those changes are 

moving men closer to obedience or farther from 

God. A system may appear orderly and still be 

lawless if it rejects Jesus’s authority. 

Spirit Sealed believers are not called to match the 

coldness of the age. They are called to keep the love 

of Christ burning by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Lawlessness may increase, but the sealed child of 

God is not abandoned to it. The Spirit strengthens 

him to obey, helps him discern, and keeps him 

looking to Christ rather than being shaped by the 

spirit of the world. 

The mystery of iniquity should therefore make the 

church sober, not hopeless. Christ is not surprised by 

lawlessness. Scripture spoke of it before this hour. 

The believer who sees iniquity increasing should not 

abandon his post. He should hold fast the word, walk 

in the Spirit, and remain faithful until the Lord 

comes. 

The Remnant That Will Not Bow 

In every age of pressure, God has had a people who 

would not bow to false worship. The remnant is not 

strong because it is many. It is strong because it 

belongs to the Lord. Faithfulness has never 

depended on numbers; it has always depended on 

God’s grace and truth. 

Daniel’s companions stood before an image and a 

command to worship. Their answer still speaks with 

power: “Our God whom we serve is able to deliver 

us... But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that 

we will not serve thy gods” (Daniel 3:17–18). They 

were not reckless men looking for danger. They 

were faithful men who had settled their allegiance 

before the pressure came. 

The last-days believer must learn the same lesson. 

The time to decide loyalty is not when fear is already 

ruling the room. The heart must be settled now. If 

worship, access, approval, safety, or survival are 

ever set against obedience to Christ, the answer must 

already be formed by Scripture. 

Spirit Sealed believers are not preserved by 

stubbornness alone. They are kept by the Lord who 

sealed them. The Holy Spirit strengthens the heart to 

confess Christ when the world demands 

compromise. The remnant that will not bow is not 

fearless in the flesh; it is faithful by the grace of 

God. 

The call is clear: refuse idols, hold fast the word, 

walk in the Spirit, and settle the matter of worship 

before the test comes. The believer does not need to 

know every detail of tomorrow to obey Jesus today. 

“The believer does not need to 

know every detail of tomorrow 

to obey Jesus today.”  

 

Discernment in an Age of Deception 

Deception is one of the clearest warnings of the last 

days. Jesus began His answer in Matthew 24 with 

the words, “Take heed that no man deceive you” 

(Matthew 24:4). That warning is simple enough for 

every believer to understand, but serious enough to 

guide the whole church. 

Discernment is not suspicion of everything. It is the 

ability to judge all things by the word of God. A 

discerning believer does not believe every voice 
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simply because it sounds urgent, confident, 

religious, or compassionate. He asks whether it 

agrees with Scripture and honors the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

John wrote, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 

try the spirits whether they are of God” (1 John 4:1). 

That command is especially needed in an age where 

messages travel quickly, and many voices compete 

for trust. Speed does not make a message true. 

Popularity does not make a doctrine sound. 

Compassionate language does not make rebellion 

holy. 

The Scripture First method gives the believer a 

steady rule: test the spirit, test the message, test the 

fruit, and test the authority being served. If a 

teaching weakens Christ, lowers Scripture, excuses 

sin, mocks holiness, or makes fear stronger than 

faith, it must be rejected. 

The Spirit Sealed believer is not left to discern alone. 

The Holy Spirit bears witness to Christ and leads the 

believer in truth. Discernment therefore grows where 

Scripture is loved, prayer is practiced, humility is 

maintained, and obedience is chosen. 

Section Five: 

Watching Without Panic 

Keeping the Word of His Patience 

In an age of pressure, the Lord does not call His 

people to cleverness first, but to patient faithfulness. 

The church must learn to keep His word when the 

world grows loud, when compromise feels easier, 

and when waiting becomes exhausting. 

 
Watching faithfully means keeping the lamp 

burning without surrendering to fear. 

Jesus said to the church in Philadelphia, “Because 

thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will 

keep thee from the hour of temptation” (Revelation 

3:10). That promise is precious, but the command 

within it must not be missed. The faithful church is 

marked by keeping the word of Christ with patience. 

Patience is not weakness. It is endurance under 

God's government. The patient believer does not 

deny the lateness of the hour, but he refuses to 

become reckless. He keeps the word, keeps his 

garments, keeps his witness, and keeps looking for 

the Lord. 

Spirit Sealed believers can wait because they are not 

abandoned in the waiting. The Holy Spirit 

strengthens them to endure, reminds them of Christ’s 

words, and keeps hope alive when the world seems 

dark. The sealed believer does not wait as one 

forgotten. He waits as one promised. 

The church that keeps the word of His patience will 

not be moved by every alarm. It will not be carried 

away by every voice. It will stand under Scripture, 

live in prayer, and endure until the Lord Himself 

opens the door no man can shut. 
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Overcoming Through the Blood of 

the Lamb 

The believer's final victory is not rooted in human 

strength. Scripture does not teach that the saints 

overcome because they are naturally brave, wise, or 

powerful. They overcome because Christ has 

redeemed them, and His blood speaks better things 

than fear, accusation, and death. 

Revelation says, “And they overcame him by the 

blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 

testimony” (Revelation 12:11). The order matters. 

The blood of the Lamb comes first. Testimony 

follows redemption. The believer’s courage rests on 

the finished work of Christ. 

This truth keeps the church from pride. The remnant 

that stands does not boast in itself. It boasts in the 

Lamb. Every act of endurance, every faithful 

witness, every refusal to bow, and every victory over 

fear is possible because Christ has already 

conquered sin and death. 

The verse continues, “and they loved not their lives 

unto the death” (Revelation 12:11). This does not 

call believers to seek suffering. It calls them to love 

Christ more than life itself. When allegiance is 

settled, fear loses its throne. 

Spirit Sealed Theology gives this courage a firm 

foundation. The believer is sealed by the Holy Spirit, 

washed in the blood of the Lamb, and kept by the 

power of God. Therefore he can overcome not by 

noise, anger, or speculation, but by faith in Christ 

and faithful testimony to His word. 

Praying While the World Shakes 

Prophecy should never make the believer prayerless. 

When the world shakes, the church should not only 

watch the shaking; it should seek the face of God. 

Prayer keeps the heart from becoming hard, proud, 

or afraid. It teaches the watcher to depend on the 

Lord rather than on his own understanding. 

Paul wrote, “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 

thanks be made for all men” (1 Timothy 2:1). That 

command belongs even in troubled times. The 

believer may see confusion, conflict, deception, and 

pressure, but he is still commanded to pray. 

The same passage calls believers to pray for rulers 

and those in authority. This does not mean approving 

every decision or trusting earthly power as though it 

were ultimate. It means the church remembers that 

God is higher than kings, presidents, councils, 

courts, markets, and armies. Prayer places the 

nations beneath God's throne. 

Jesus also taught, “Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter 

into temptation” (Mark 14:38). Watching without 

prayer can become pride. Prayer without watching 

can become sleepiness. The Spirit Sealed believer 

must do both. He watches because Scripture 

commands it, and he prays because he knows his 

strength is not in himself. 

Prayer also protects the tone of prophetic teaching. It 

keeps the teacher from harshness and the reader 

from fear. It reminds the church that those who are 

deceived are not merely opponents to be discussed, 

but souls who need truth, mercy, and the saving 

grace of Christ. 

Therefore, let the watcher pray. Pray for 

discernment. Pray for boldness. Pray for Israel and 

Jerusalem. Pray for rulers. Pray for the church to 

remain faithful. Pray for sinners to be saved. A 

Scripture First people must also be a praying people. 

Holding Fast the Profession of Our 

Faith 

The last-days believer must hold fast. The world 

may shift its language, change its standards, and 

pressure the faithful to soften their confession, but 

Scripture calls the church to endurance. The answer 

to instability is not silence. It is faithful confession 

anchored in God’s Word. 

Hebrews says, “Let us hold fast the profession of our 

faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that 

promised;)” (Hebrews 10:23). The reason the 

believer can hold fast is not that he is naturally 

strong. He holds fast because God is faithful. The 
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promise rests on the character of the One who 

promised. 

To hold fast does not mean becoming harsh or 

proud. It means refusing to let go of the truth of 

Jesus in God’s Word. It means confessing Him when 

His name is unwelcome, obeying Him when 

obedience is costly, and trusting Him when the 

world offers easier paths. 

Paul charged Timothy to “preach the word; be 

instant in season, out of season” (2 Timothy 4:2). 

That command is needed when truth is popular and 

when it is refused. The church cannot wait for the 

world to approve the message before it speaks. It 

must speak because God has spoken. 

The Spirit Sealed believer has help in this calling. 

The Holy Spirit strengthens the heart to continue, 

reminds the believer of God’s promises, and bears 

witness that the word of God is true. The sealed 

believer may feel pressure, but he does not stand 

alone. 

Therefore, let the church hold fast. Let her 

profession remain clear. Let her doctrine remain 

Scripture First. Let her confidence remain Spirit 

Sealed. The One who promised is faithful, and His 

people must not be ashamed of His word. 

Questions for the Watchful Believer 

Are these the last days? 

Scripture teaches that believers are to watch and be 

sober, but not to set dates. God gave signs so His 

people would be awake, not reckless or fearful. Jesus 

said, “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour 

your Lord doth come” (Matthew 24:42). The 

command is watchfulness, not calendar-making. 

Is the mark of the beast here now? 

Revelation ties the mark to worship, allegiance, and 

the authority of the beast. Christians should avoid 

careless claims while remaining alert to systems that 

could condition the world for future control. John 

wrote, “If any man worship the beast and his image, 

and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand” 

(Revelation 14:9). The mark is therefore not merely 

about technology; it is about worship and 

submission. 

Should believers fear biometric technology, 

digital identity, or implants? 

No. Believers should fear God, walk wisely, and 

refuse any system that demands worship or loyalty 

contrary to Christ. Some technologies may be 

ordinary tools; others may prepare the world to 

accept deeper forms of control. The believer should 

not panic, but he should not be asleep either. “Let us 

not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be 

sober” (1 Thessalonians 5:6). 

How should Christians respond to wars and 

rumors of wars? 

They should pray, discern, and refuse fear. Jesus did 

not promise a quiet age before His return. He said, 

“And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see 

that ye be not troubled” (Matthew 24:6). The 

presence of conflict should not undo the peace of 

Christ in the heart of the believer. 

Does modern Israel fulfill every prophecy about 

Israel? 

No. The present nation of Israel should be viewed 

with reverence and restraint. It matters because 

Scripture keeps Israel in view, but the fullness of 

Israel’s spiritual restoration belongs to the Lord. 

Paul wrote, “For the gifts and calling of God are 

without repentance” (Romans 11:29). God has not 

forgotten His promises, but believers must not speak 

beyond what Scripture reveals. 

What should a watcher be doing now? 

A watcher should live faithfully. Prophecy should 

lead to holiness, prayer, endurance, witness, and 

hope. Peter wrote, “Seeing then that all these things 

shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye 

to be in all holy conversation and godliness” (2 

Peter 3:11). The question is not only what is coming, 

but what kind of people we ought to be while we 

wait. 

Key Scripture: “For God hath not given us the 

spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 

sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7). See also Matthew 

24:4–6; Revelation 13:16–17; 1 Thessalonians 5:1–

8; 2 Peter 3:11–14. 
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Watching Without Date-Setting 

One of the clearest marks of faithful prophetic 

teaching is restraint. The Lord commanded His 

people to watch, but He did not command them to 

set dates. When men turn watchfulness into 

prediction, they often move beyond Scripture and 

place burdens on readers that God did not place 

there. 

Jesus said, “But of that day and hour knoweth no 

man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father 

only” (Matthew 24:36). Mark records the same 

warning with even greater detail: “But of that day 

and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels 

which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 

Father” (Mark 13:32). These verses should humble 

every teacher, writer, preacher, and student of 

prophecy. God has given signs, warnings, patterns, 

and promises, but He has not given His people 

permission to name the day or hour. 

Jesus’ teaching on prophecy is therefore clear: watch 

faithfully, refuse deception, endure patiently, and do 

not claim knowledge the Father has not given. The 

fact that Jesus said, in His earthly teaching, that even 

the Son did not know the day or hour matters 

greatly. It rebukes pride, silences date-setting, and 

teaches the church to stay ready without pretending 

to possess the Father’s hidden timetable. If the Son 

humbled Himself under the Father’s authority in this 

matter, then every servant of Jesus should handle 

prophecy with reverence, restraint, and obedience. 

Scripture First teaching must therefore make a clear 

difference between watching and calculating. 

Watching is obedience. Calculating beyond Scripture 

is presumption. Watching keeps the heart awake. 

Date-setting often makes the heart restless, proud, or 

disappointed when man’s predictions fail. 

The disciples themselves asked about the timing of 

restoring the kingdom to Israel, but Jesus answered, 

“It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, 

which the Father hath put in his own power” (Acts 

1:7). The Lord did not rebuke them for caring about 

the kingdom, but He corrected their concern with the 

calendar. The Father holds the times and seasons. 

That does not make prophecy vague or useless. It 

makes prophecy holy. God has revealed enough to 

make His people sober, faithful, and ready. He has 

withheld enough to keep them humble. The watcher 

must learn to live in that tension without resentment. 

We know Christ is coming. We do not know the 

exact moment. 

Paul taught the same sober posture when he wrote, 

“Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us 

watch and be sober” (1 Thessalonians 5:6). He did 

not tell the church to become careless because the 

day was unknown. He told them to stay awake. The 

absence of a date does not weaken watchfulness; it 

strengthens it. 

Spirit-Sealed believers do not need panic to remain 

faithful. They have the Holy Ghost, the written 

word, the promises of Christ, and the hope of His 

appearing. Their calling is to be ready every day, not 

because they have solved a timetable, but because 

they belong to the Lord. 

Therefore, the safe path is clear: watch without fear, 

study without pride, teach without speculation, and 

wait without shame. The Lord will come in His 

appointed time. Until then, His people are to be 

found faithful. 

How the Church Should Live in Such 

an Hour 

The purpose of prophecy is never to make the 

church curious only. It is given to shape the 

believer's life. When Scripture speaks of the last 

days, it does not merely tell the reader what will 

happen in the world; it also tells him what kind of 

person he ought to be while he waits for Christ. 

Peter asked the question plainly: “Seeing then that 

all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of 

persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 

godliness” (2 Peter 3:11). The answer is not panic, 

anger, or careless speculation. The answer is holy 

living. Prophecy should move the believer toward 

purity, not pride. 

A Scripture-First church must therefore become a 

steady church. It should not be tossed by every 
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rumor, frightened by every headline, or divided by 

every prediction. It should test all things by the 

written word, pray without ceasing, love the 

brethren, and bear witness to Christ while there is 

still time. 

Paul wrote, “Rejoice evermore. Pray without 

ceasing. In everything give thanks” (1 Thessalonians 

5:16–18). That instruction belongs in a prophetic 

magazine because the watcher must not become 

harsh, joyless, or consumed by fear. The Spirit 

Sealed believer is called to rejoicing, prayer, 

gratitude, and sober endurance. 

Holiness also requires discernment. John wrote, 

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 

whether they are of God” (1 John 4:1). The church 

must not accept every religious voice simply 

because it uses spiritual language. The test remains 

Christ, Scripture, truth, and obedience. 

The believer should also remain useful. Last-days 

teaching should not make him withdraw from 

faithfulness. It should make him more faithful in his 

home, his church, his witness, his labor, and his 

prayer. If the Lord comes today, let Him find His 

servant watching. If the Lord tarries, let Him find 

His servant working. 

The Spirit Sealed church does not live by fear of the 

beast, fear of the nations, or fear of technology. It 

lives by faith in the Son of God, confidence in the 

sealed promise of God, the Holy Spirit, and 

obedience to the written word. In such an hour, the 

church should be awake, clean, prayerful, loving, 

and ready. 

The Blessed Hope in a Troubled Age 

The world offers many forms of hope, but most of 

them depend on conditions that can change. Political 

hope can fail. Economic hope can collapse. 

Technological hope can become dangerous. Human 

promises can be broken. The blessed hope is 

different because it rests on the appearing of Jesus 

Christ. 

Paul wrote, “Looking for that blessed hope, and the 

glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior 

Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). That hope does not make 

believers careless about the present world. It teaches 

them to live soberly, righteously, and godly while 

they wait. The hope of Christ’s appearing is not an 

escape from obedience; it is a reason to obey. 

In a troubled age, the church must be careful not to 

let fear become louder than hope. Jesus did not tell 

His people to lift up their heads because the world 

was becoming peaceful. He told them to lift up their 

heads when troubling things began to come to pass, 

because redemption was drawing nigh. 

 

“The final word over the church 

is not surveillance, war, 

deception, or fear. The final 

word is redemption.” 

John wrote, “Beloved, now are we the sons of God... 

but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be 

like him; for we shall see him as he is.” (1 John 3:2). 

This promise gives the believer both comfort and 

direction. He waits for Christ not only to be rescued 

from trouble, but to be made like Him. 

That expectation should purify the church. John 

continues, “And every man that hath this hope in 

him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” (1 John 

3:3). True hope does not make the believer idle. It 

makes him clean. It turns his eyes toward Christ and 

his steps away from the defilement of the age. 

The Spirit Sealed believer can therefore live with 

steady confidence. He does not deny the darkness of 

the hour, but he refuses to let darkness define his 

hope. The same Spirit who seals him unto the day of 

redemption also bears witness that he belongs to 

Christ. The final word over the church is not 

surveillance, war, deception, or fear. The final word 

is redemption. 
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The Church’s Witness Before He 

Comes 

The church is not left in the world merely to observe 

the darkness. She is left here to bear witness to the 

light. Prophecy should not make believers silent, 

withdrawn, or useless. It should make them more 

urgent, more prayerful, and more faithful in 

declaring Christ while there is still time. 

Jesus said, “Ye shall be witnesses unto me” (Acts 

1:8). That calling did not end because the world 

became confused. It did not end because nations 

trembled or deception increased. The witness of the 

church rests on the risen Christ and the power of the 

Holy Ghost, not on favorable conditions. 

The last-days church must remember that the gospel 

is still the message men need most. A person may 

understand technology, politics, war, and prophecy, 

yet still be lost without Christ. The church's witness 

must never be replaced by commentary about the 

times. The times should press the church to preach 

Christ more clearly. 

Paul wrote, “For we preach not ourselves, but 

Christ Jesus the Lord” (2 Corinthians 4:5). That 

verse is a needed guardrail. The church’s message is 

not fear, personality, prediction, or politics. The 

message is Christ Jesus the Lord: crucified, risen, 

exalted, coming again, and able to save to the 

uttermost. 

Spirit Sealed believers bear witness with confidence 

because the Spirit Himself testifies of Christ. The 

same Spirit who seals the believer also empowers 

him to speak truth with love. The church does not 

need to shout with the world's anger. It must speak 

with the firmness of Scripture and the compassion of 

Jesus. 

Back to Pentecost: The Saving Name 

The first message preached in the newly formed 

church did not center on tradition, politics, or 

speculation. It centered on Scripture, the outpouring 

of the Spirit, the crucifixion and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, repentance, and the saving name of the 

Lord. If the modern church has become weak 

through man-made tradition and softened truth, one 

way back to strength is to return to the message 

preached at Pentecost. 

When the crowd wondered what was happening, 

Peter did not offer entertainment or human 

explanation first. He said, “But this is that which 

was spoken by the prophet Joel” (Acts 2:16). The 

first sermon of the church was Scripture First. Peter 

interpreted the moment by the word of God, not by 

the crowd's confusion. 

Peter then declared the promise of salvation: “And it 

shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the 

name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21). That 

message has not expired. The last-days church must 

not become so occupied with signs that it forgets the 

saving name. Prophecy should press the church 

toward the gospel, not away from it. 

Peter did not leave the saving name vague. The 

name God sent by His angel to Mary and Joseph was 

Jesus. The angel told Joseph, “thou shalt call his 

name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their 

sins” (Matthew 1:21). Scripture does not tell us 

every reason God chose that name, but it does reveal 

its saving purpose. The apostles later declared, 

“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is 

none other name under heaven given among men, 

whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). The church 

therefore lifts up the name of Jesus — Jesus, the 

Christ; Jesus, the Messiah; the Anointed One sent by 

God. 

Peter did not preach a vague spirituality. He 

preached Jesus. He said, “God hath made that same 

Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and 

Christ” (Acts 2:36). The saving message of the 

church is not merely that times are serious, but that 

Jesus is Lord and Christ. He was crucified, raised, 

exalted, and His name is the only name by which 

sinners may be saved. 

When the hearers were pricked in their heart and 

asked what they should do, Peter answered, “Repent, 

and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). 

The message was clear enough for common men to 
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understand and strong enough to turn hearts toward 

God. The church does not need to improve upon the 

first message; it needs to recover the power and 

clarity of it. 

Peter did not soften the message when conviction 

came. He did not tell the hearers to join a movement, 

admire a teacher, or merely become more religious. 

He called them to repent and identify with the name 

of Jesus. The first church was not built on vague 

belief; it was built on public obedience to the 

Lordship of Jesus the Christ. 

Acts also records the promise that followed Peter’s 

answer: “For the promise is unto you, and to your 

children, and to all that are afar off” (Acts 2:39). 

The message of Pentecost was not meant to fade 

after one generation. It carried forward the promise 

of God, the saving name of Jesus, and the work of 

the Holy Ghost among those whom the Lord would 

call. 

At Pentecost, the promise was not only preached; it 

was received. The outpouring of the Holy Ghost was 

witnessed by the sign of speaking with other tongues 

as the Spirit gave utterance. Scripture says, “And 

they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began 

to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 

utterance” (Acts 2:4). This was not man-made 

excitement or tradition. It was the visible sign that 

the promised Spirit had come. 

 
Pentecost joins the saving name of Jesus with the 

promised gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Peter’s answer did not separate the saving name 

from the promise of the Spirit. He preached 

repentance, baptism in the name of Jesus Christ, 

remission of sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Then he said, “For the promise is unto you, and to 

your children, and to all that are afar off” (Acts 

2:39). The promise reaches beyond that first crowd, 

because the Lord was calling a people who would be 

filled, sealed, and kept by His Spirit. 

Peter had been given the keys of the kingdom, and at 

Pentecost he opened the door of salvation to the 

Jews by preaching Jesus, repentance, baptism in 

Jesus’s name, and the gift of the Holy Ghost. That 

same gospel door would later open to the Samaritans 

in Acts 8 and to the Gentiles in Acts 10. If a man is 

not Jewish, or part of that covenant people by birth, 

he stands among the nations to whom the gospel 

came by the mercy of God. The message did not 

change as it moved outward; the saving name 

remained Jesus, and the promised Spirit confirmed 

God's work. 

In Acts 10, when the Holy Ghost fell on the 

Gentiles, Scripture says, “For they heard them speak 

with tongues, and magnify God” (Acts 10:46). This 

was the sign that God had received the Gentiles also. 

In Acts 19, John's followers received fuller apostolic 



 

27 

instruction, were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, and received the Holy Ghost. Scripture says, 

“they spake with tongues, and prophesied” (Acts 

19:6). These passages show the same Spirit, the 

same saving name, and the same apostolic witness. 

The evidence of receiving the Holy Ghost was not 

invented by tradition; it is shown in Scripture. 

Speaking with tongues gave witness that God had 

filled the repentant seeker with His Spirit. This 

strengthened the saints because they did not rely on 

feeling alone, but on God's promise. The Spirit who 

filled them was also the Spirit who sealed them with 

the Holy Spirit of promise. 

Spirit Sealed Theology does not treat the Holy Ghost 

as a mere idea to be mentioned. The Spirit is the 

promise of God, the witness of God, and the seal of 

God upon the believer. Paul later wrote, “In whom 

also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that 

holy Spirit of promise” (Ephesians 1:13). The same 

God who poured out the Spirit at Pentecost is the 

God who seals His people unto redemption. 

Paul also wrote, “But if the Spirit of him that raised 

up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised 

up the Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 

mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you” 

(Romans 8:11). 

This means the Holy Spirit is not only the witness of 

present belonging, but also the pledge of future 

resurrection. The same Spirit who filled the church 

at Pentecost, sealed believers with the Holy Spirit of 

promise, and bears witness that they are the children 

of God is also the Spirit by whom God will quicken 

their mortal bodies. Spirit-sealed hope therefore 

reaches beyond comfort in this life; it reaches to the 

bodily redemption God has promised. 

This strengthens the saints because it brings the 

church back to both the name and the promise. The 

saving name is Jesus. The preached Christ is Jesus, 

and Peter said God made Him both Lord and Christ. 

The promised Spirit fills, witnesses, seals, and 

keeps. A church that returns to Pentecost must return 

to Scripture, repentance, the name of Jesus, the gift 

of the Holy Ghost, and a life led by the Spirit rather 

than by the traditions of men. 

The church is strengthened when it returns to this 

order: 

1. Scripture explains the hour. 

2. Jesus is preached as crucified, risen, and 

exalted. 

3. Sinners are called to repentance. 

4. The saving name is lifted up. 

5. The promise of the Spirit is received as the 

work of God, not the product of man’s 

tradition. 

This is one reason man-made tradition can weaken 

the church. Tradition may preserve helpful practice 

when it remains under Scripture, but it becomes 

dangerous when it replaces Scripture. Jesus warned 

of those who laid aside the commandment of God to 

keep their own tradition. A church that wants 

Pentecost power must not lay aside Pentecost 

preaching. 

The last-days church does not need a new gospel. It 

needs renewed obedience to the old one. It needs 

Scripture opened, Jesus exalted, sin named, 

repentance preached, baptism understood in the name 

of Jesus, and the Holy Ghost honored as God's 

promise. Revival that is truly of the Spirit will not 

move the church away from the apostolic message; it 

will bring the church back to it. 

The apostles later declared the same truth with 

boldness: “Neither is there salvation in any other: 

for there is none other name under heaven given 

among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 

4:12). This is the saving name the church must lift 

up again. Not a system, not a personality, not a 

tradition, and not a headline—but Jesus the Christ. 

Spirit Sealed Theology is not separate from 

Pentecost. The same Spirit poured out in Acts is the 

Spirit who seals believers unto the day of 

redemption. The church is strengthened when it 

returns to the word, exalts the saving name of Jesus, 

and walks in the power of the Holy Ghost rather than 

the traditions of men. 

Therefore, let the church come back to the first 

message. Let prophecy lead to gospel witness. Let 

the saints be strengthened by the same truth Peter 
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preached: the Scriptures have spoken, Jesus is Lord 

and Christ, the Spirit has been poured out, and 

whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord God 

shall be saved. 

The hour may be late, but witness still matters. Until 

the Lord comes, the church must keep preaching, 

teaching, praying, warning, comforting, and pointing 

sinners to the Lamb of God. 

The Reward of Faithfulness 

The believer’s labor in a troubled age is not 

forgotten by the Lord. Faithfulness may be 

overlooked by men, mocked by the world, or hidden 

from public attention, but it is not hidden from 

Christ. The Lord sees every act of obedience, every 

prayer, every word spoken in truth, and every quiet 

refusal to bow to the spirit of the age. 

Paul wrote, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 

steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work 

of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58). That command 

rests on resurrection hope. Because Christ is risen, 

the believer’s labor is not empty. Because the body 

will be raised, faithfulness in the body matters. 

The same verse continues, “forasmuch as ye know 

that your labor is not in vain in the Lord” (1 

Corinthians 15:58). This promise strengthens the 

weary servant. The Lord does not ask His people to 

endure without purpose. He calls them to 

faithfulness under the sure promise that nothing 

done in Him is wasted. 

Jesus also spoke of reward when He said, “Behold, I 

come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give 

every man according as his work shall be” 

(Revelation 22:12). The coming of the Christ is not 

only comfort; it is accountability. The believer 

should live with the joy of being received by the 

Lord and the seriousness of standing before Him. 

Spirit Sealed Theology does not remove the call to 

faithful labor. It strengthens it. The believer works 

not to earn sealing, but because he has been sealed. 

He serves not to purchase redemption, but because 

redemption has been promised in Jesus. 

Therefore, let the church be steadfast. Let the servant 

continue when tired. Let the witness speak when 

ignored. Let the watcher remain faithful when others 

sleep. The Lord remembers. 

The Kingdom That Cannot Be 

Moved 

The kingdoms of this world rise, tremble, boast, and 

fall. Empires change names. Rulers come and go. 

Markets rise and collapse. Technologies appear and 

disappear. But the believer is not waiting for a 

fragile kingdom built by men. He is looking for the 

kingdom of God. 

 
The kingdoms of men shake, but the kingdom 

God gives His people cannot be moved. 

Hebrews declares, “Wherefore we receiving a 

kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace” 

(Hebrews 12:28). That phrase should steady the 

heart. The believer’s future does not depend on the 

stability of the nations. He is receiving a kingdom 

that cannot be shaken loose, overthrown, voted 

away, bought, sold, tracked, or destroyed. 

Hebrews continues, “whereby we may serve God 

acceptably with reverence and godly fear” (Hebrews 

12:28). The promise of an unshakable kingdom is 

not given so the believer can become careless. It is 

given so he may serve with reverence. The more 
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certain the kingdom is, the more seriously the church 

should worship the King. 

Daniel saw this kingdom in prophetic vision. He 

wrote, “the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which 

shall never be destroyed” (Daniel 2:44). That 

kingdom will not be left to another people. It will 

bring every earthly kingdom to an end, and it will 

stand forever. 

Nebuchadnezzar saw kingdoms pictured as images 

of metals, but Daniel saw their end by the word of 

God. The stone cut out without hands did not arise 

from human strength. It came from God. This 

reminds the reader that the final kingdom is not built 

by man’s wisdom, man’s vote, man’s economy, or 

man’s machines. It is established by the Lord 

Himself. 

Isaiah also looked to the righteous reign of the 

Messiah and wrote, “Of the increase of his 

government and peace there shall be no end” (Isaiah 

9:7). The kingdoms of men increase for a season and 

then decline. The government of Jesus Christ 

increases without failure. His peace is not fragile, 

negotiated, or temporary. It rests upon righteousness. 

Revelation gives the same final certainty: “The 

kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of 

our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign 

forever and ever.” (Revelation 11:15). This is not 

merely a religious comfort. It is the end of history as 

God has declared it. Every rival kingdom, every 

proud throne, and every rebellious system must 

finally give way to the reign of Jesus. 

Psalm 2 shows the nations raging against the Lord 

God and His anointed, yet God’s rule remains 

settled. God says, “Yet have I set my king upon my 

holy hill of Zion” (Psalm 2:6). The nations may rage, 

but they do not remove the King. Their noise does 

not weaken His throne. 

Jesus declared the same certainty after His 

resurrection: “All power is given unto me in heaven 

and in earth” (Matthew 28:18). The church does not 

carry out her witness under an uncertain Lord. She 

serves the One whom the Father has seated at His 

right hand, according to the Scripture: “Sit thou at 

my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 

footstool.” (Psalm 110:1). Jesus already possesses 

all authority, even before every enemy is visibly put 

under His feet. 

That truth changes how believers face troubled 

times. They do not need to borrow the world's fear. 

They do not need to speak as though evil is equal to 

Jesus, God’s Christ. The kingdoms of men may 

appear powerful for a season, but their power is 

borrowed, temporary, and accountable to God. 

This truth helps the believer live with patience. He 

does not have to pretend that the world is stable. He 

does not have to place ultimate trust in any nation, 

party, economy, treaty, or technology. He can serve 

faithfully in the present while knowing that every 

earthly arrangement is temporary. 

Spirit Sealed believers already belong to this coming 

kingdom. The Holy Spirit is the earnest of their 

inheritance, and that inheritance cannot be shaken by 

the movements of the age. The world may try to 

define men by numbers, identity systems, borders, 

markets, and power, but the sealed believer is 

defined by Christ and destined for His kingdom. 

Paul reminds the church that believers have already 

been delivered from one kingdom and brought into 

another. He wrote, “Who hath delivered us from the 

power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 

kingdom of his dear Son” (Colossians 1:13). This 

means the Christian is not waiting to belong to the 

Lord Jesus later. He belongs to Him now. 

The Spirit Sealed believer can therefore live with a 

settled allegiance. He may obey laws, honor rulers, 

work faithfully, and live peaceably where possible, 

but his deepest citizenship is already in Christ’s 

kingdom. When earthly systems demand what 

belongs only to God, the believer must answer as a 

citizen of another kingdom. 

Therefore, the promise of an unshakable kingdom 

should make the church worshipful and steady. 

When the nations shake, she worships. When earthly 

systems boast, she remembers the King. When fear 

rises, she receives grace. The kingdom that cannot 
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be moved belongs to Christ, and all who are sealed 

in Him will share in His victory. 

This is why the believer can live soberly without 

despair. The shaking of the nations is real, but it is 

not ultimate. The pressure of the age is serious, but it 

is not sovereign. Christ is King, and His kingdom is 

the final answer to every proud system of man. 

Spirit Sealed believers live now as citizens of that 

coming kingdom. They obey earthly authorities 

where obedience does not conflict with God, but 

their highest allegiance is already settled. Their hope 

is not that this age will save itself, but that Christ 

will reign in righteousness. 

Until that kingdom is fully revealed, the church lives 

between promise and fulfillment. She sees the 

shaking, but she knows what cannot be shaken. She 

sees the boasting of men, but she knows the throne 

of Christ. She sees temporary powers rise, but she 

rests in the eternal reign of the Lord. 

Therefore, let the church receive grace. Let her 

worship God acceptably with reverence and godly 

fear. Let her remember that all visible powers are 

temporary, but the kingdom of Christ cannot be 

moved. 

Final Exhortation: Lift Up Your Heads 

Prophecy is not given to make believers anxious, but 

to anchor them in Christ. Because Scripture has 

spoken beforehand, the believer should watch 

faithfully, live holy, pray earnestly, witness boldly, 

and wait for Christ with confidence. The times may 

darken, but the hope of the church has not dimmed. 

Jesus said, “And when these things begin to come to 

pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your 

redemption draweth nigh.” (Luke 21:28). 

The command to look up is not a command to ignore 

suffering. It is a command to interpret suffering 

through the promises of Christ. The believer may see 

confusion in the nations, corruption in the world, 

deception in religion, and pressure in the systems of 

men, yet his eyes are not fixed there. His redemption 

draweth nigh. 

Peter connected this hope to holy living when he 

wrote, “Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for 

such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him 

in peace, without spot, and blameless.” (2 Peter 

3:14). The believer who is watching for Christ 

should not grow careless. Hope should make him 

cleaner, humbler, steadier, and more faithful in the 

present hour. 

Paul also wrote, “For our conversation is in heaven; 

from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 3:20). The citizenship of 

the believer is not finally in the systems of this 

world. He may live responsibly on earth, but his 

hope, loyalty, and expectation are anchored above. 

This is why Spirit Sealed theology matters so deeply 

in an age of fear. The believer is not waiting as an 

orphan trying to survive the end of the age alone. He 

has been sealed by the Holy Spirit unto the day of 

redemption. Paul wrote, “In whom also after that ye 

believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 

promise.” (Ephesians 1:13). That sealing does not 

make the believer passive; it gives him assurance as 

he watches, labors, and endures. 

Paul also warned believers not to grieve the Holy 

Spirit. He wrote, “And grieve not the holy Spirit of 

God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 

redemption.” (Ephesians 4:30). This sealing gives 

the believer assurance, but it also calls him to holy 

living. The Spirit who seals the child of God also 

teaches him to walk in a way that honors Christ. 

Again Paul wrote, “Now he which stablisheth us 

with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; 

Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of 

the Spirit in our hearts.” (2 Corinthians 1:21–22). 

The word “earnest” speaks of a guarantee. The Spirit 

is not a passing feeling, but the pledge of God’s 

finished redemption. The believer’s future is not 

secured by his ability to read the times perfectly, but 

by the faithfulness of the God who sealed him. 

The Spirit also bears witness to the believer’s 

adoption. Paul wrote, “For ye have not received the 

spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received 

the Spirit of adoption... The Spirit itself beareth 

witness with our spirit, that we are the children of 
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God.” (Romans 8:15–16). This truth answers the 

fear of the age. The child of God does not stand 

before the future as a slave under bondage, but as a 

son secured by the promise of the Father. 

The world may number men, track men, frighten 

men, and pressure men, but the child of God is 

already known by the Lord. The Spirit bears witness 

that he belongs to Christ. Therefore, no earthly 

uncertainty is stronger than the promise of God. The 

believer can walk through a changing world with a 

settled heart. 

Paul called this hope “that blessed hope, and the 

glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior 

Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). The blessed hope is not 

escape from responsibility. It is the purifying 

expectation that Christ will come, that His word will 

stand, and that every faithful act done in His name is 

worth it. 

The closing word of Scripture is not fear, but 

longing. John wrote, “He which testifieth these 

things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, 

come, Lord Jesus.” (Revelation 22:20). The church 

does not wait as a defeated people. She waits as a 

bride looking for the Bridegroom, as servants 

watching for their Lord, and as witnesses holding 

forth the word of life. 

Until that day, the church must keep her lamps 

burning. The Lord Jesus taught, “Let your loins be 

girded about, and your lights burning.” (Luke 

12:35). Watching is not passive waiting. It is ready 

obedience. It is truth held firmly, holiness practiced 

daily, prayer offered continually, and hope kept alive 

by the promises of Christ. 

Therefore, let the watcher be faithful. Let him study 

the word. Let him pray for Jerusalem. Let him refuse 

deception. Let him speak the truth with charity. Let 

him walk soberly in an age of noise. Let him 

remember that prophecy belongs to God, and that 

the Lord who declared the end from the beginning 

will also bring His people safely home. 

The prophets spoke before our time, not to make the 

church fearful, but to make her faithful. The reader 

should leave this issue with a Bible in his hand, 

peace in his heart, and watchfulness in his spirit. The 

Lord who declared the end from the beginning is the 

same Lord who keeps His people sealed, guided, and 

ready until the day of Christ. 

“The reader should leave this 

issue with a Bible in his hand, 

peace in his heart, and 

watchfulness in his spirit.”   

Therefore, the final word of this issue is not fear, but 

faithfulness. The Spirit Sealed believer watches 

because Scripture commands it, studies because the 

word is sure, endures because Christ is worthy, and 

hopes because redemption is promised. Jude gives 

the closing confidence: “Now unto him that is able 

to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless 

before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.” 

(Jude:24). The world may move quickly, but the 

Lord has not changed. He seals His people, keeps 

His promises, and will bring them safely to the day 

of Christ. 

Scripture Reference Index 
This index gathers the major passages used 

throughout this issue so readers can return to the 

Scriptures themselves. The references are grouped 

by theme rather than by page number, helping the 

reader study the biblical foundation behind each 

article. 

Prophecy, Revelation, and Scripture 

First Discernment 

Isaiah 46:9–10 — God declares the end from the 

beginning. 

2 Peter 1:19 — The sure word of prophecy shines as 

a light in a dark place. 

2 Timothy 2:15 — The workman must rightly 

handle the word of truth. 

Mark 7:8–9 — The commandments of God must 

not be laid aside for the traditions of men. 
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Proverbs 14:15 — The prudent man looks well to 

his going. 

The Last Days, Deception, and 

Watchfulness 

Matthew 24:4–6 — Christ warns first against 

deception and then commands His people not to be 

troubled by wars and rumors of wars. 

Matthew 24:13 — The faithful endure unto the end. 

Matthew 24:36 — No man knows the day or hour. 

Matthew 24:42 — The believer is commanded to 

watch. 

Luke 21:28 — The watcher lifts up his head 

because redemption draws near. 

Luke 21:35–36 — A snare comes upon the whole 

earth, and the faithful are called to watch and pray. 

Mark 13:7–8 and Luke 21:9–11 — Wars, 

commotions, and trouble must be met without terror. 

The Mark, the Beast, and Global 

Control 

Revelation 13:3–4 — The world wonders after the 

beast and worship becomes central to the final 

system. 

Revelation 13:16–17 — Buying and selling are 

restricted under the mark, name, or number of the 

beast. 

Revelation 14:9–12 — The mark is tied to worship, 

allegiance, warning, and endurance. 

Revelation 20:4 — The faithful refuse worship of 

the beast and his image. 

Daniel 7:23 — The final kingdom is described as 

devouring the whole earth. 

Daniel 12:4 — The time of the end is associated 

with increased movement and knowledge. 

Israel, Jerusalem, and the Nations 

Genesis 12:2 — God promises to make of Abram a 

great nation. 

Genesis 15:18 — The covenant includes the land 

promised by God. 

Deuteronomy 30:1–6 — Scattering, return, and 

restoration are set within covenant promise. 

Jeremiah 31:35–37 — Israel’s continuance is tied to 

the fixed order of creation. 

Ezekiel 36:22–28 and Ezekiel 37:1–14 — 

Restoration is connected to God’s holy name and 

spiritual renewal. 

Zechariah 12:1–3 and Zechariah 12:10 — 

Jerusalem becomes a burden to the nations, and 

Israel looks upon the One whom they pierced. 

Psalm 122:6 — God’s people are called to pray for 

the peace of Jerusalem. 

Romans 11:26–29 — Israel’s future is viewed 

through divine mercy, promise, and calling. 

The Spirit, Sealing, and Assurance 

Acts 2:4, Acts 2:16, Acts 2:21, Acts 2:36–39 — 

Pentecost centers on Scripture, Jesus Christ, 

repentance, the saving name, and the promise of the 

Holy Ghost. 

Acts 4:12 — Salvation is in no other name. 

Acts 10:46 and Acts 19:6 — The Spirit’s work is 

witnessed among Gentiles and later disciples. 

Ephesians 1:13 — Believers are sealed with the 

Holy Spirit of promise. 

Ephesians 4:30 — The Spirit seals believers unto 

the day of redemption. 

2 Corinthians 1:21–22 — God seals His people and 

gives the earnest of the Spirit. 

Romans 8:15–16 — The Spirit bears witness that 

believers are children of God. 

Holy Living, Endurance, and Hope 

1 Thessalonians 5:1–8 — The church is called to 

watch, be sober, and live as children of the day. 

1 Timothy 2:1–2 — Believers are commanded to 

pray for all men and those in authority. 

Hebrews 10:23 — The faithful hold fast because 

God is faithful. 

Hebrews 12:28 — Believers receive a kingdom that 

cannot be moved. 

2 Peter 3:11–14 — Prophetic expectation should 

produce holy living and diligence. 

Titus 2:13 — The blessed hope is the glorious 

appearing of Jesus Christ. 

1 John 3:2–3 — The hope of Christ’s appearing 

purifies the believer. 

Jude 24 — God is able to keep His people and 

present them faultless with joy. 
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For Further Study 

Choose one theme. Read the passages in that 

group slowly and mark repeated words, warnings, 

promises, and commands. 

Ask three questions. 

1. What does the text clearly say? Example 

answer: The passage shows that God has spoken 

beforehand and that His word gives light before 

the believer compares it with current events. 

2. What does it reveal about Jesus, Israel, the 

nations, the Spirit, or the church? Example 

answer: It reveals that Jesus rules over the times, 

the Spirit steadies the believer, and the church 

must watch with discernment rather than fear. 

3. How should this change the way I watch, pray, 

and live? Example answer: I should watch soberly, 

pray before reacting, and let Scripture shape my 

response before emotion or headlines do. 

Pray before comparing headlines. Let Scripture 

form discernment before current events shape 

emotion. 

Carry one takeaway forward. Write one 

sentence from the study that strengthens faith, 

holiness, watchfulness, or hope. 

Example takeaway: Because God has already 

spoken, I can watch the times with Scripture-

shaped discernment instead of fear. 

 

Reader Study Guide 
Use this guide for personal study, family devotion, 

or group discussion. Read one section at a time, 

begin with the Scriptures listed, and let the word of 

God shape discernment before comparing the issue’s 

themes with the world around you. 

Section One: The Prophets Saw the 

End from the Beginning 

Read: Isaiah 46:9–10; 2 Peter 1:19; 2 Timothy 2:15 

“Remember the former things of old: for I am God, 

and there is none else; I am God, and there is none 

like me, Declaring the end from the beginning...” 

(Isaiah 46:9–10) 

“We have also a more sure word of prophecy; 

whereunto ye do well that ye take heed...” (2 Peter 

1:19) 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God...” (2 

Timothy 2:15) 

Discuss or Reflect: 

1. Why must Scripture come before headlines? 

Answer: Scripture is God’s sure word, while 

headlines are temporary reports that must be tested 

by what God has already spoken. 

2. What is the danger of using news to interpret the 

Bible? 

Answer: It can lead to fear, speculation, and forcing 

Scripture to say more than the text actually says. 

3. How does prophecy strengthen faith instead of 

fear? 

Answer: Prophecy shows that God knows the end 

from the beginning and that His promises remain 

sure. 

Personal Response Example: One way I can 

practice Scripture-first discernment this week is to 

read the passage first, pray for wisdom, and then 

weigh current events carefully. 

Section Two: A World That Can Be 

Numbered, Watched, and 

Controlled 

Read: Revelation 13:16–17; Revelation 14:9–12; 1 

Corinthians 6:19–20 

“And he causeth all, both small and great... to 

receive a mark in their right hand, or in their 

foreheads...” (Revelation 13:16–17) 

“If any man worship the beast and his image, and 

receive his mark...” (Revelation 14:9–12) 

“Know ye not that your body is the temple of the 

Holy Ghost which is in you...?” (1 Corinthians 6:19–

20) 

Discuss or Reflect: 

1. Why is the mark of the beast more than 

technology? 

Answer: Revelation ties the mark to worship, 

allegiance, and submission to the beast, not merely 
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to a device or payment method. 

2. How should believers think about convenience, 

identity, and control? 

Answer: Believers should use lawful tools wisely, 

but they must not let convenience train the 

conscience to accept ungodly control. 

3. What does it mean that the believer’s body 

belongs to the Lord? 

Answer: The believer has been bought with a price, 

so his body, conscience, worship, and obedience 

belong to God. 

Personal Response Example: One conviction I 

need to settle before pressure comes is that worship 

and obedience belong to God alone, no matter what 

access or approval is offered. 

Section Three: Wars, Rumors of 

Wars, and the Shaking of Nations 

Read: Matthew 24:4–6; Luke 21:9–11; Psalm 122:6 

“Take heed that no man deceive you... ye shall hear 

of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be not 

troubled...” (Matthew 24:4–6) 

“But when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be 

not terrified...” (Luke 21:9–11) 

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper 

that love thee.” (Psalm 122:6) 

Discuss or Reflect: 

1. What did Jesus command His people not to do 

when they hear of wars? 

Answer: He commanded them not to be troubled or 

terrified, even when wars and commotions are real. 

2. How can Christians watch the nations without 

fear? 

Answer: They can watch soberly by praying, testing 

reports by Scripture, and refusing to turn every 

conflict into a timetable. 

3. Why should Jerusalem be handled with prayer and 

restraint? 

Answer: Jerusalem carries biblical weight, so it 

should not be reduced to political slogans or fear-

driven speculation. 

Personal Response Example: One way I can watch 

the nations soberly is by praying before reacting and 

asking what Scripture clearly says before drawing 

conclusions. 

Section Four: Israel in Scripture and 

Israel Today 

Read: Genesis 12:2; Jeremiah 31:35–37; Romans 

11:26–29 

“And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will 

bless thee...” (Genesis 12:2) 

“If those ordinances depart from before me... then 

the seed of Israel also shall cease...” (Jeremiah 

31:35–37) 

“And so all Israel shall be saved... For the gifts and 

calling of God are without repentance.” (Romans 

11:26–29) 

Discuss or Reflect: 

1. Why does Israel’s significance rest on God’s 

promises rather than politics? 

Answer: Israel matters because God made covenant 

promises and tied His faithfulness to His own word. 

2. How should Gentile believers avoid pride when 

studying Israel? 

Answer: They should remember that salvation is by 

mercy, not superiority, and that God’s gifts and 

calling are without repentance. 

3. What does God’s faithfulness to Israel teach us 

about His word? 

Answer: It teaches that God does not forget His 

promises and that His purposes stand beyond the 

confusion of history. 

Personal Response Example: One way I can pray 

with reverence concerning Israel and Jerusalem is by 

asking God to fulfill His word with mercy, truth, and 

peace. 

Section Five: Watching Without 

Panic 

Read: Luke 21:28; 2 Timothy 1:7; Jude 24 

“Then look up, and lift up your heads; for your 

redemption draweth nigh.” (Luke 21:28) 

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of 

power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” (2 

Timothy 1:7) 

“Now unto him that is able to keep you from 

falling...” (Jude 24) 

Discuss or Reflect: 

1. What is the difference between watchfulness and 
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panic? 

Answer: Watchfulness is obedient awareness 

governed by Scripture; panic is fear governing the 

heart. 

2. How does the sealing of the Holy Spirit steady the 

believer? 

Answer: The Spirit bears witness that the believer 

belongs to God and is kept unto the day of 

redemption. 

3. What should a watcher be doing now? 

Answer: A watcher should pray, study Scripture, 

live holy, witness faithfully, and hope in Jesus, the 

Christ. 

Personal Response Example: One practice that can 

help me watch without fear is beginning each day 

with Scripture and prayer before listening to the 

noise of the world. 

Closing Prayer Prompt 

Lord, teach me to watch without fear, study without 

pride, pray without ceasing, and hope in Jesus, the 

Christ, with a faithful heart. Let Your word govern 

my discernment, Your Spirit steady my soul, and 

Your promises keep me faithful until the day of 

redemption. 

Before You Close the Issue 

1. What truth from this issue steadied my heart? 

Example: God has already spoken, so I do not have 

to let fear or headlines govern my discernment. 

2. What Scripture should I return to this week? 

Example: 2 Timothy 1:7 reminds me that God has 

not given His people the spirit of fear, but power, 

love, and a sound mind. 

3. Where do I need to watch without panic? 

Example: I need to pray before reacting to world 

events and let Scripture shape my response before 

emotion does. 

4. Who can I encourage with this hope? 

Example: I can share a Scripture, pray with someone 

who is troubled, and point them back to Jesus, the 

Christ. 

My final takeaway: Because God’s word is sure 

and His Spirit steadies the believer, I can watch the 

times with prayer, holiness, and hope.  
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Five Minutes of Good News is a Scripture First podcast ministry created to give your heart a quiet lift in the 

middle of a busy day. Each day, a fresh short broadcast brings encouraging Scripture and simple, hopeful 

commentary to help you pause, breathe, and turn your thoughts back to God’s word. 

Listen at ScriptureFirst.org 
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